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Summary Information

Repository State Archives of North Carolina

Creator North Carolina. Department of Justice.

Creator Umstead, William Bradley, 1895-1954.

Creator United States. Supreme Court.

Creator University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Title William B. Umstead Governors' Papers, General Correspondence,

1953-1954

Date 1953-1954

Extent 70.0 fibredex boxes

Language English

Abstract Correspondence, press releases, and reports comprising the bulk of

Governor Umstead's executive papers.

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item] William B. Umstead Governors' Papers, General Correspondence, 1953-1954
(MARS 366.1), North Carolina State Archives, Raleigh, NC, USA.
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Biographical/Historical note

William B. Umstead was born in Bahama North Carolina on May 13, 1895. A 1916 graduate of
University of North Carolina, Umstead fought in World War I then studied law at Trinity College upon
his return home. Umstead began his career practicing law in Durham county, and later served in the
United States House of Representatives and Senate. In 1952 he was elected governor, where he served
until his death in 1954.

Scope and Contents note

Correspondence, press releases, and reports comprising the bulk of Governor Umstead's executive papers,
relating to all facets of the operations of the governor's office, state government, and issues before the
governor. Correspondents include the general public, state agency and commission officials, political
organizations, and federal agency officials. Generally carbon copies from the governor or his private
secretary are attached to incoming correspondence. Although there is a separate series of press releases,
short speeches, and proclamations, these may also appear attached to letters in various subject files in
this series. Larger files include the Dept. of Justice file on segregation and a subject file on the United
States Supreme Court decision in Brown v. the Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas. Much of this
correspondence includes constituent letters and signature petitions to the governor regarding the decision.
Other subjects of interest include the Fiftieth Anniversary of Powered Flight; the opening of the New
State Fair Arena (Dorton Arena); and educational television at the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill.

Collection Arrangement

Chronological, then alphabetical by agency or subject.

Administrative Information
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Publication Information

State Archives of North Carolina

Access to Collection

Collection is open for research; records stored offsite, requires additional retrieval time; advanced notice
required for Saturday access.

Controlled Access Headings

Subject(s)

• Anniversaries
• Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka
• Civil rights movements
• Education
• Segregation
• Television



William B. Umstead Governors' Papers, General Correspondence, 1953-1954

- Page 6 -

Collection Inventory

Box

Adjutant General 1953 
1

Advisory Budget Commission 
1

50th Anniversity of Air Powered Flight 
1

Commission to Study Problem of Aged and Intellectually and Physically Handicapped 
1

Department of Agriculture: Corn War, 1950; General File; Marketing Facilities

Commission; Agricultural Foundation and Dairy Foundation; Farm Bureau Federation;

Farmers Cooperative Exchange; 4-H Club; Production Marketing Administration; State

Fair; Warehouse Loans 

1

Alcoholic Board of Control 
1

Alcoholic Rehabilitation Program 
1

American Korean Foundation 
1

American Legion 
1

American Red Cross 
1
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Appointments: Umstead, personal 
1

Department of Archives and History 
1

Armed Forces: Air Corps, Army, Marines, Navy, Army Engineers 
2

State Art Commission 
2

North Carolina Art Society 
2

General Assembly: Inaugural Address; Budget Message; W. Frank Taylor- personal;

Letters from Revenue Department- Mr. Taylor; Legislative Proposals- general;

Legislative proposals: Highway Reorganization; Legislative Councils; Liquor

Referendum; Veterans Bonus; Teachers Retirement; Redistricting North Carolina;

Legislative Members 

2

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 
3

Aycock Memorial Commission 
3

State Auditor 
3

Commissioner of Banks 
3

North Carolina Blind Commission 
3

Boy Scouts 
3
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Budget Bureau 
3

Buggs Island Development Commission 
3

State Building Code Council 
3

Board of Buildings and Grounds 
3

North Carolina Burial Association 
3

Cape Hatteras Seashore Commission 
3

Cherokee Historical Association 
3

Civil Defense 
3

Complaints 
3

Congressional, United States--House and Senate 
3

Department of Conservation and Development: General File; Membership; Schedule of

Industrial Development; Elizabethan Garden; State Forestry Division; Fisheries Division;

Industry and Commerce; American Shore and Beach Presevation Association; Mineral

Resources Commission; Division on Parks; Water Resources and Engineering; news

Bureau 

4

Board of Correction and Training 
4
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Council of State Papers 
4.1

Council of State Government 
5

North Carolina Democratic Club 
5

Young Democrats Club 
5

State Democratic Executive Committee 
5

National Democratic Executive Committee 
5

Donations 
5

State Board of Education: Comptrollers Office; School Bus Requests; Department of

Public Instruction--Television Study at U. N. C., General; Department of Vocational

Education; National Employ the Physically Handicapped; Fullbright Scholarship; North

Carolina Education Association 

5

Educational Television- Report and Recommendations of N. C. Communication Study

Commission 

5

State Board of Elections 
5

Employment Security Commission: General File; State Employment Service 
6
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State Boards of Examiner and/or Licensers: Accountancy; Barbers; Contractors; Cosmetic

Art; Dental; Electrical Contractors; Embalmers; Engineers and Land Surveyors; Nurses;

Opticians; Optometry; Pharmacy; Plumbing and Heating Contractors 

6

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
6

Federal Housing Authority 
6

Federal Power Commission 
6

Federal Rent Control 
6

North Carolina Forestry Association 
6

Federal: General Statutes Commission 
6

Federal Government: President; Secretaries of Agriculture, Commerce, Defense, Army,

Interior and Labor; Adjutant General 

6

Goversnors Conference--Southern and National 
6

Governors Conference--National 
6

Governors Conference--National 
7

State Board of Health 
7

Highway Department: Minutes of Meetings 
7
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Highway Department: State's Taking Over City Streets 
7

Highway Department: Personal Requests for Jobs 
7

Highway Department: General File 
7

Highway Department: Highway District Files: #1 (J. Emmett Winslow); #2 (H.Maynard

Hicks); #3 (C.Heide Trask); #4 (M. E. Robinson); #5 (Donnie A. Sorrell); #6 (C. A.

Hasty) 

7

Highway Department: Highway District Files: #7 (John Van Lindley); #8 (Forrest

Locky); #9 (James A. Gray); #10 (James A. Hardison); #11 (W. Ralph Winklin); #12 (J.

F. Scarbbrough); #13 (J. F. Snipes); #14 (H. E. Buchanan) 

8

Highway Prison Department: General File; File on Ronnie Sheffield 
8

Hospitals Board of Control 
9

State Hospitals: Caswell Training School; Sanatorium at McCain; Eastern North

Carolina Sanatorium at Wilson; Western North Carolina Sanatorium at Black Mountain;

North Carolina Orthopedic Hospital; State Hospital at Butner; Hoke County--McCain

Sanatorium; State Hopsitals at Goldsboro, at Dix HIll and at Morganton. Report on

Mental Health in North Carolina 

9

Industrial Commission 
9

Infantile Paralysis 
9
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Institute of Government 
9

Institutions: Confederate Women's Home; East Carolina Training School for Boys at

Rocky Mount; Jackson Training School; Appalachian State Teachers College; East

Carolina College 

9

Institutions: State School for Deaf at Morganton; State School for Blind and Deaf at

Raleigh; University at Chapel Hill; State College; Woman's College; Western Carolina

College; A&T College; Elizabeth City Teachers College; Fayetteville State Teachers

College; North Carolina College at Durham; Winston-Salem Teachers College 

10

Insurance Department 
10

Interstate Commerce Commission 
10

Interstate Cooperative Commission 
10

State Bureau of Investigation 
10

Judges--Special and Superior Court 
10

Justices of the Peace 
10

Justice: Attorney General--Speed Trap, General File 
10

Korean War Prisoners 
10

Department of Labor 
10



William B. Umstead Governors' Papers, General Correspondence, 1953-1954

- Page 13 -

Board of Commissioners for Law Enforcement Officers' Benefit Retirement Fund 
10

North Carolina League of Municipalities 
11

State Library 
11

State Library Commission 
11

Medical Care Commission 
11

Medical Foundation of North Carolina 
11

Medical Society of North Carolina 
11

North Carolina Mental Health Council 
11

Milk Commission 
11

North Carolina Merit System Council 
11

Motor Vehicles: Speed Trap; Financial Responsibility Act; General File; State Highway

Patrol; Highway Accident Records; Highway Safety Division 

11

National: File on Individual States: A-N 
11

National: File on Individual States: N-Z 
12
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National: International (letters from out of the U. S. A.) 
12

National: Letters in U. S. A. that do not fall into States File category 
12

Cape Fear River Navigation and Pilotage Commission 
12

State Nurses Association 
12

North Carolina Parks and Parkways 
12

Paroles: Commutation Files: Raleigh Speller, Clyde Brown, Benny and Lloyd Ray

Daniels 

12

Paroles: Commutation Files: Daniels, Speller and Brown 
13

Paroles Commission--General (A-B) 
13

Paroles Commission--General (C-L) 
14

Paroles Commission--General (M-Z) 
15

Personnel Department 
16

State Ports Authority 
16

State Probation Commission 
16
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Public Schools and Mental Care, Inc. 
16

Publishers 
16

Purchase and Contract 
17

Atlantic and East Carolina Railroad 
17

Atlantic and North Carolina Railroad 
17

North Carolina Railroad 
17

North Carolina Recreation Commission 
17

Releases to Press (chronological) 
17

Requests: A-D 
17

Requests: E-O 
18

Requests: P-Z 
19

Resource Use Commission 
19

Retirement System 
19

Revenue Department 
20
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Roanoke Island Association 
20

rural Electrification Administration: General File; Rural Telephones 
20

Secretary of State 
20

Selective Service 
20

Small Business Committee 
20

Social Security Board 
20

Southern Governors Conference 
20

Southern Governors Regional Council for Education 
20

State Employees Association 
20

State Employees Pay Increases 
20

Stream Sanitation Committee 
21

North Carolina Symphony Association 
21

Tax Research Department 
21

Tennesses Valley Authority 
21
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State Treasurer 
21

Tryon Palace 
21

Turnpike Commission 
21

Umstead: Program for Inaugeral Ball; Inaugeral edition of State Magazine 
21

Umstead: Congratulations to Governor; Congratulation to Others 
21

Umstead: Appointments Declined, A-L 
21

Umstead: Appointments Declined, M-Z; Appointments Filled; Invitations Extended;

Mansion Meals; Missed You; Editorials 

22

Umstead: Presidential Inauguration; Endorsements by Governor; Sympathy; Thank You's 
23

United Fund 
23

United Nations 
23

Utilities Commission: General File; Telephones; Electric Lights 
23

Veterans Commission: General File; Veterans Bonus; Loan Fund; Amvets 
23

Welfare Department: General File; Whitehouse Conference for children 
24
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Wildlife Commission 
24

Wildlife Resources 
24

Wright Memorial Museum Committee 
24

County File: Alamance-Burke 
24

County File: Craven-Yancey 
25

Adjutant General: National Guard 
33

Advisory Budget Commission 
33

Civil Aeronautics Administration 
33

50th Anniversary of Air Powered Flight 
33

Department of Agriculture: Reports; Genearl File; Freight Train Rates; Disaster Areas

(Drought-1953); Farmers Home Administration; Gas and Oil Inspection; Market

Production Administration; State Museum; N. C. State Fair; Warehouse Loans 

33

Air Force Academy 
34

Alcoholic Board of Control 
34

Alcoholic Rehabilitation Program 
34
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American Korean Foundation- Veterans Committee 
34

American Legion 
34

American Red Cross 
34

Appointments: Umstead, personal 
34

Department of Archives and History: Historica Sites Commission; Colonial Bath 
34

Armed Forces: General; Air Corps; Army; Coast Guard; Marines; Navy; N. C. Armory

Commission; Army Engineers 

34

State Art Commission 
35

State Art Society 
35

General Assembly: General; Legislative Proposals; Redistricting North Carolina; Liquor

Referendums; Veterans Bonus 

35

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 
35

State Auditor 
35

Better Schools and Roads (Certifications of Incorporation) 
35

Commissioner of Banks 
35
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N. C. Blind Commission 
35

Boys Scouts of America 
35

Budge Bureau 
35

Buggs Island Development Commission 
35

Board of Buildings and Grounds 
35

N. C. Burial Association 
35

Cape Hatteras Seashore Commission 
36

Cherokee Historical Association 
36

Civil Defense: Water Shortage, 1953-1954 
36

Congressional, United States--House and Senate 
36

Conservation and Development: Elizabethan Garden 
37

Conservation and Development: Speaker Bureau 
37

Conservation and Development: General 
37

Conservation and Development: Industry and Commerce 
37
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Conservation and Development: State Forrestry Division 
37

Conservation and Development: Tree Planting 
37

Conservation and Development: Fisheries Division 
37

Conservation and Development: Tourist Industry Bulletin 
38

Conservation and Development: Mineral Resources Commission 
38

Conservation and Development: Water Resources and Engineering 
38

Conservation and Development: Division on Parks 
38

Conservation and Development: News Bureau 
38

Board of Correction and Training 
38

Council of State 
38

Council of State Governments: Tennessee River Basin Water Pollution 
38

Council of State Papers, 1954 
38.1

Democratic District Rallies 
39

N. C. Democratic Club and YDC 
39
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State Democratic Executive Committee 
39

National Democratic Executive Committee 
39

Donations 
39

State Board of Education: School Bus Requests; Department of Public Instruction;

Committee on Revision of Public School Laws; Department of Vocational Education;

Department of Vocational Rehabilitation; National Employ the Physically Handicapped;

Fullbright Scholarship 

39

State Board of Elections 
40

Educational Television 
40

Employment Security Commission: Reports; General File; State Employment Service 
40

State Boards of Examiners and/or Linconsers: Accountancy; Architectual; Barbers;

Cheropody; Contractors; Cosmetic Art; Dental; Electrical Contractors; Engineers

and Land Surveyors; Optometry; Pharmacy; Plumbing and Heating Contractors; Tile

Contractors 

40

Exectutive Orders 
41

Federal Government: President; Secretary of State; Attorney General; Secretary of

Commerce; Secretary of Interior; Secretary of Labor; Treasurer; Postmaster General 

41

Governor's Conference--Southern and National 
41
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Grange 
41

State Board of Health 
42

Highway Department: Personnel; General, A-I 
42

Highway Department: General, J-Z 
43

Highway Department: Highway District Files: #1 (J. Emmett Winslow); #2 (H.Maynard

Hicks); #3 (C.Heide Trask); #4 (M. E. Robinson); #5 (Donnie A. Sorrell); #6 (C. A.

Hasty); #7 (John Van Lindley) 

43

Highway Department: Highway District Files: #8 (Forrest Lockey); #9 (James A. Gray);

#10 (James A. Hardison); #11 (W. Ralph Winkler); #12 (June Scarborough); #13 (J. F.

Snipes); #14 (H. E. Buchanan) 

44

Prison Advisory Council 
44

Prisons 
44

Hospitals Board of Control 
45

State Hospitals: Caswell Training School; N. C. Sanatorium at McCain; Eastern N. C.

Sanatorium at Wilson; State Hospital at Butner, at Goldsboro, at Dax Hill, at Morganton;

Spastic Hospital; N. C. Memorial Hospital 

45

N. C. Industrial Commission 
45
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Infantile Paralysis 
45

Institute of Government 
45

Institutions-Correctional: Eastern Carolina Training School for Boys at Rocky Mount;

State Industrial School for Girls; Morrison Training School 

45

Institutions-Educational: Appalacian State Teacher College; East Carolina College;

Pembroke State College; University at Chapel Hill 

45

Institutions-Educational: State College, extension Service; Woman's College; A&T

College; Fayetteville State Teachers College; N. C. College at Durham 

46

Insurance Department 
46

Inter-State Cooperation Commission 
46

State Bureau of Investigation 
46

Issak Walton League of America 
46

Justice Department: Superior Court Judges 
46

Justice Department: Supreme Court Judges 
46

Justice Department: Special Judges 
46

Justice Department: Judicial Council 
46
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Justice Department: Justice of the Peace 
46

Justice Department: Attorney General 
47

Justice Department: Attorney General: Speedtraps; State Attorney; Segregation 
47

Justice Department: Judicial Solicitors 
47

Justice Department: Juvenile Courts and Correctional Institutions 
47

The Kiplinger Letter 
47

Klansmen 
47

Department of Labor 
47

Law Enforcement Officers: Benefits and Retirement Fund 
47

N. C. League of Municipalities 
48

State Library Commission 
48

Local Government Commission 
48

O. Max Gardner Award 
48

Medical Care Commission 
48
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Medical Foundation of N. C. 
48

Milk Commission 
48

N. C. Merit System Council 
48

Mineral Museum 
48

Mother of the Year 
48

Motor Vehicles: State vs. Mobley; Speedtraps; White House Conference; Financial

Responsibility Act; General File, A-L 

48

Motor Vehicles: General File, Mc-Z; State Highway Patrol; Highway Accident Records;

Highway Safety Traffice Safety Council; Highway Safety Division 

49

National: File on Individual States, A-G 
49

National: File on Individual States I-S 
50

National: File on Individual States T-W 
51

National: International: Turkey 
51

National Rivers and Harbors: Cape Fear River Navigation and Pilotage Commission 
51

National Rivers and Harbors: Neuse River Watershed Authority 
51
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North Carolina, Information About 
51

State Nurse Association 
51

Parimutual Betting 
52

N. C. Parks and Parkways 
52

Paroles Commission: General; A-Q 
52

Paroles Commission: R-Z 
53

Personnel 
53

State Ports Authority 
53

Public Schools and Mental Care, Inc. 
53

Publishers: General, Newspaper, Book, Etc. 
53

Department of Purchase and Contract 
54

Atlantic and East Carolina Railroad 
54

Atlantic and North Carolina Railroad 
54

North Carolina Railroad 
54
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E. L. Frankin: Personnel (1953) 
54

North Carolina Recreation Commission 
54

Reorganization of State Government 
54

Requests: A 
54

Requests: B-L 
55

Requests: Mc-Z 
55

Resources Use Commission 
56

Retirement System 
56

Revenue Department 
57

Roanoke Island Association 
57

Rural Electrification Administration 
57

Secretary of State 
58

Personal Segregation Material 
58

Segregation 
58
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Selective Service 
58

Sinking Fund Commission 
58

Southern Regional Education Board: New Orleans Conference 
58

State Employees Association 
58

Streat Sanitation Commission 
58

Submarine Activities 
58

N. C. Symphony Association 
58

Tax Research Department 
58

Tennessee Valley Authority 
58

State Treasurer 
58

Tryon Palace 
58

Segregation, Supreme Court Decisions A-H 
58.1

Segregation, Supreme Court Decisions I-R 
58.2

Segregation, Supreme Court Decisions S-Z 
58.3
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Umstead: Congratulations to Others; Appointments (Declined), A-Mc 
59

Umstead: Appointments (Declined), M-Z; Invitations- Tentative; Appointments (Filled),

A-G 

60

Umstead: Appointments (Filled), H-E; Invistations Extended; Proclamations 1953;

Greetings and Statements, 1953 

61

Umstead: Greetings and Statements, 1954, A-T 
62

Umstead: Greetings and Statements, 1954, U-Z; Mansion Meals, Miss You; Editorials;

Resignations; Persona, 1953-1954, A-D 

63

Umstead: Personal, 1953-1954, E-O 
64

Umstead: Personal, 1953-1954, P-Z; Senator Alton A. Lennon; Editorials II; Prayer;

Governor's Annual Report; Governor's New York Trip; Ronnie Sheffield; Administration 

65

Endorsements by Governor; Speeches; Correspondence pertaining to; Special Messages;

Speeches; Sympathy; Thank You 

66

United Fund 
67

United Nations 
67

Utilities Reports 
67

Utilities Commission: Telephones 
67
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Utilities Commission: Lights 
67

Veterans Commission: General File; Reports; A-Z 
67

Welfare: General File; Reports; White House Conference; A-Z 
68

Wildlife Resources Commission 
68

County File: Alamance-Madison 
69

County File: Mocklenburg-Yancey 
70

Civil Defense: Compacts; Hurricane Hazel; and Reports 
82

Conservation and Development: Reports; Water Resources Advisory Commission; and

Parks Division 

83

Education: White House Conference 
83

Facts Forum 
83

Highway, All Seashore 
83

Historic Sites 
83

Honorary Tar Heels 
83
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Institutions: U. N. C. - Inaugerational of President; Admissions Advisory Commission;

Trustees and Committees; President's Report; and Minutes of Trustees Meetings 

83

Institutions: State College Extension Service 
84

Insurance 
84

Interstate Cooperation Commission 
84

Justice Department: State Bureau of Investigation 
84

Personnel 
84

Segregation 
84

Southern Governor's Regional Education Board 
84

Tryon Palace Commission 
84

Turnpike 
84

Welfare: Refugee Committee 
84

Special File- Public Schools and Mental Care, Inc., 1953 
84

Highway Prison Department: Alphabetical File (A-Z) 
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Highway Prison Department: Alphabetical File (A-Z) 

N. C. Facts 


